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leucophrys
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Parental care behaviour was observed in three captive families of Ringed Teal. Both parents
were very protective of their broods and performed distraction displays to lead people away
from their ducklings. Males were more acnive than females in chasing other birds away from
the ducklings. Only femnales brooded the young. Males frequently perched on “lookouts”
while the female and ducklings fed. Male parents retrieved lost or lagging ducklings more
often than female parents although the female usually led the brood. Family members greeted
each other when they reunited after brief separations and generally formed a cohesive group.
One pair renested when their first brood was 24 days old and the male cared for these
ducklings while the female incubated the second clutch. This observation and others suggest
that male parenial care may contribute to a strategy of double brooding in this species.

[t is generally assumed that male parental
care is important in many near-tropical
ducks (Kear 1970), although there is little
direct evidence. Siegfried (1974) suggested
that for some species of Anas with male
brood attendance, males may accompany
broods primarily to maintain their pair-
bonds and he questioned the importance of
males in caring for ducklings. Biparental
care has been suggested for six species of
perching ducks (Cairinini) but has only
been described in detail for one of these
species. the Maned Duck Chenonetta jubata
(Kingsford 1986). Male Ringed Teal Callo-
netta leucophrys are reported to contribute
a substantial amount of parental care (Kear
1970), possibly even incubating eggs (John-
sgard 1978), but the behaviour involved has
not been described and the role of the drake
is not clear. In this study, the behaviour of
three families of captive Ringed Teal was
described to identify male contributions to
brood care.

Methods

Five pairs of full-winged Ringed Teal were
observedinalarge flight pen (35x27.3x3.6
m) at Cedar Creek Natural History Area.
Bethel. Minnesota. This pen 1s described in
McKinney (1967). but it was not divided
into two sections during my study. Six nest
boxes (33 » 38.1 x 21.6 cm) were spaced at

equal distances around the pen at a height
of about 2 m. each with a wooden perch
next to it. Boxes contained 5 cm of sand
covered with a 2.5 cm layer of peat and
bunches of dried grasses. and each was
fitted with a wire mesh ladder so that
ducklings could climb out easily. Also
housed in the pen were eight adult and later
ten young Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix
and four adult and later ten voung White-
cheeked Pintail A. bahamensis.

Adult Ringed Teal were marked with
coloured plastic nasal saddles (males) or
discs (females) for individual identification.
Six of the ten birds were purchased from
local aviculturists, and two of these birds
had been in the collection since 1979 (R
male and B female). The other four birds
(including W female and GAS male) were
raised at Cedar Creek by their parents. All
birds were at least one year old. Observa-
tions were also made on three hand-reared
ducklings.

Scheduled watches, filming. and tape
recording were carried out on two of every
three mornings during three hour watches
starting just before sunrise. between 0515 h
and 0530 h Central Daylight Time. from 15
June to 14 August 1984. The period of
observation for families was limited to six
weeks for two broads (R-B and GA3-W)
and three weeks for one brood (RW-Y)
when several parents (GAS. W.and Y) and
at least some ducklings of all broods showed

7
Waldfoul 40 (1989), 7-13

159






