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PARENTAL ATTENDANCE AND BROOD CARE IN FOUR

ARGENTINE DABBLING DUCKS!
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Abstract. The presence of males with broods of Silver Teal (Anas versicolor), Speckled
Teal (4. flavirostris). Red Shoveler (A. platalea), and Brown Pintail (4 georgica) was re-
corded, and the behavior of brood-tending males and females was observed, during parts
of three breeding seasons, November-December, 1985-1987, on vanous wetlands in Buenos
Aires Province and in the vicinity of Banloche, Rio Negro Province, Argentina. Biparental
care was well developed in Silver Teal. Some Speckled Teal broods were escorted by both
parents. but others were cared for by the female only Brown Pintail males were present at
umes with one-third of the broods seen, but they showed no brood-care behavior. Males
were rarely seen with Red Shoveler broods and there was no indication of male brood care.
Our observations suggest that pair bonds may be long-term in Silver Teal and perhaps in
somne Speckled Teal, but males deserted their brood-tending females in Red Shoveler and
Brown Pintail. We emphasize that behavioral obsérvations are needed to determine whether

males associating with broods are really contributing to parental care in Southern Hemi-
sphere .4nas species.
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INTRODUCTION

In Northern Hemisphere dabbling ducks (genus
Anas) only females care for the ducklings, but in
certain Southern Hemisphere species males also
accompany broods (Kear 1970; Siegfried 1974;
Weller 1975a, 1975b. 1975¢). However, few of
the latter species have been studied intensively
and evidence on active male participation in
brood care is scarce. Gross species-characteristic
differences in the behavior of males accompa-
nving broods have been noted for certain South-
ern Hemisphere .{nas species (reviewed in
McKinney 1985). For example, biparental care
is the usual pattern in the Cape Teal (4. capensis),
Chestnut Teal (A. castanea), and Chiloe Wigeon
(A. sibilatrix). while female-only care is usual in
the African Black Duck (4. sparsa) and Pacific
Black Duck (4. superciliosa). For most of the
other Southern Hemisphere species, including 4.
Sflavirostris and 4 georgica discussed here, rec-
ords are inconsisient; either one or two adults
have been noted with broods. The possibility
that brood-care patterns are variable within these
species raises intriguing, and as yet unexplored,
questions about the duration of pair bonds. male
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parental investment, and the factors that influ-
ence these patterns.

In this paper, we present observations on the
behavior of the adult(s) escorting broods of four
poorly-studied species: Silver Teal (4. versicolot
versicolor), Speckled Teal (A. flavirostris flavi-
rostris), Red Shoveler (4. platalea), and Brown
Pintail (4 georgica spinicauda) (nomenclature
follows Johnsgard 1978). We paid special atien-
tion to the behavior of males when they were
present, but brood-care behavior of females,
duckling behavior, and brood-habitat prefer-
ences are also reported.

METHODS

Records of the presence of one or two parents
with broods were collected in Argentina during
parts of three breeding seasons, November-Feb-
ruary, 1985-1987. Locations at which the brobds
were observed are grouped in four categories ac-
cording to regions and habitat differences (Fig.
1): (1) Buenos Aires Province: Costanera Sur Re-
serve on the edge of the city of Buenos Aires,
wetlands near Trenque Lauquen. Coronel Prin-
gles, Claromeco. and Juarez; (2) Bariloche area:
various wetlands within 60 km of Bariloche. Rio
Negro Province (Fig. 1 A-G). (3) Laguna Los Jun-
cos: a small lake 33 km east of Bariloche. and
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