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The Cedar Creek Natural History Area is a 2,185 hectare
research site in Anoka and Isanti Counties near East Bethel,
Minnesota. It is especially valuable not only because of its
proximity to the Twin Cities but also because it contains
elements of prairie and boreal vegetation in addition to
predominately eastern deciduous types. Cedar Creek has a
variety of soil rypes, and important underground aquifer, and
oak savannas maintained through controlled burning. The area
serves both as a “living museum” and an important site for
ongoing scientific research.

Dr. William H. Marshall, director of the Cedar Creek Natural
History Area frem 1961 to 1970, wrote two progress reports
(Marshall, 1964, 1968) for the Minnesota Academy of Science.
Although many aspects of the Cedar Creek program have
changed little since Marshall’s time, a number of developments
in recent years almost certainly will have lasting influences. The
purpose of this report is to inform Academy members and other
interested persons of these activities.

Cedar Creek Advisory Committee

According to Marshall (1968), the Cedar Creek Advisory
Committee, chaired ar the time by Dr. Donald B. Lawrence,
consisted of representatives from various departments of the
University of Minnesota and three Academy members — Drs.
William Downing, David Grether, and Dale Chelberg.  This
arrangement was adopted and used with slight- modification by
the current administration since 1970. The only reorganization
of consequence had its heginming in February 1977 when
Chairman L. Daniel Frenzel commissioned an ed hov committee
comprising Drs. Harrison B. Tordofl and David Grigal to
Jevelop guidelines for selection and rotation of the Advisory
Commuttee chairperson and members.

The guidelines, as set forth 1n the November 1977 minutes are
as follows: ’

The Cedar Creck Advory Commuttee sedll be comprised of 12
memhers. Eight membascpresent the unnerans depaziments
whow aescarch macss we tad doely o Cedar Creck
(Borenn: Ecoleny and Behavnonal Broloan; Entomuolons, Fishenies
and Wildlite; Foresemy Bell Misczom of Nenoal Huton; Sails;
Fiekd Boloay Progrem and Zovloqa), three remesent the M-
neott Academy of Saawe, and ene represenes the staff worhimg
ut Ceddur Crech.

New manhers of the commuztee shall wrie 4 wear womes. Eaen
sear three moemhers of the amrmcze wel! be rploadd o

by

others from the departments they represented. It was recom-
mended that onlx one representative from the \4mnesota
Academy of Science be replaced m any ear. -
The three replacement members cach vear will be suggested by
a nommatng cormmittee made up of existing Cecar Creck Ad-
visorv Committee members, excepting that epresentutives from
the Mimnesota Academy of Sciences be appomied by the
Academy. The suggested nominees will be presented to the
Dean of the Giwdite School for his approval and appomt-
ment.

The charmman of the committee will serve a teo-vear tenm and
will be nominated and elected by the advisory committee mem-

heship.

The reorganization proved fruitful in many respects but it also
had shortcomings. Depaitments often were tardy in appointing
replacements, and meeting atiendance was sluggish at best. In
order to mprove Academy attendance, former Academy
President Wayne C. Wolsey met with the Academy’s Board of
Directors at s March 1982 meeting and was instrumental in

passing a number of important resolutions:

Euch vear one new member shall be uppomn_d to a three ~ear
term on the Cedar Creek Advisory Commitiee. Primary con-
sideration should be given 10 candidutes who exhibit «
mofessonal interest in Cedur Creek. The committee members
shomddd attend all meetings or urrange for a substinute from an
alternate list. A copy of all munutes shall be semt 0 the
Aclemy office and to the Presdent and President-Elect of the
Aculomy.

The comnuttee sepresentatites shall report at least annually o
the Boend of Divectors,

Currently the Cedar Creek Advisary Comnurtee has three
primary. members and three alternate members from the
Awademy. A frequently voiced concern relating to membership
i~ that state educational insututions, in addition o the Univer-
drvoof Minnesora, he adeguately represented on the Cedar
should be

coenizant of these concerns because only it can appoint such

Creck Advicory Comnutree.

The Academy

members under existing puidelines.

A of March 1983, the Cedar Creek Advisory Commirtee

wonsinted of the fellowing:

ACADEMY REPRESENTATIVES

Primans Membens
Dr. L. Damel Frenzel - Univerairy of Minnesota
=\ fr. Wilham \". Lacma -- Blaine Sentor High School
Dr. Richard Meerotto - Colleye of St Thoma
Alemuae Momber

Dr. Mark Davis - Madalester Colleye
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